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THE READING OF HOMILIES IN THE CONGREGATION. 

Tuls ancient custom has fallen into disuse, partly from the 
antiquated language and style in which the valuable and inter- 
esting thoughts of the homilies are clothed, but principally from 
the increased preference for hortatory to instructive discourses, 
that is, such as are addressed more to the imagination and the 
feelings than tothe understanding. The public reading of those 
admirable sermons and lectures (the homilies inclusive) of which 
there are so many in our language, would, we think, be attended 
with many advantages. It would supply the deficiencies of the 
living preacher, and thus the people might have ‘the whole coun- 
sel of God.’ It would strengthen his influence as a religious 
instructor, by showing that his doctrine -was the same, as that 
of our most generally approved and best informed Theologians; 
or. on the other hand, correct any erroneous views which he may 
have adopted, or inadvertently favored. It would invite atten- 
tion to the works of our old divines, and we might hope a better 
acquaintance with such works would cause them to be preferred 
to the crude and otherwise objectionable books daily offered to 
the religious community. We think, too, that though a con- 
gregation at first might not be very favourable to the reading of 
printed discourses, they would in time acquire a better taste, and 
regard it as a privilege to be instructed and warned by such 
writers as Taylor, Barrow and Secker, of our father land, and 
Seabury, White and Delion, of our own country ; and that the 
reading and preaching interchanged would form an agreeable 
variety, the latter of course being most frequent, and the former 
only occasional.* No reflecting person can doubt that the gos- 
pel may be as efficaciously preached by the reading of a homily 
or other good printed discourse, as by a sermon prepared by 
his own minister. _ Those wise and pious men, under whose au- 
thority the homilies were set forth, had no other objects in view 
than to assist the clergy in preaching the gospel, and the people 
in understanding and savingly embracing the same. If our cor- 


* Since writing the above, we-met in the British Critic for peer 1835, the 
following remark: ‘The American Clergy—in many cases they could do nothing 
better than adapt to their Congregations the glorious works of our old divines.” 
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respondent should, by modernizing the Homilies, cause them to 
be more generally read, und in particular to be read to our con- 
gregations, he will have done the cause of orthodox christianity 
no little service. We learn from him that he has not met with 
Gordon’s modernized Homilies, or any similar work. 


THE FIRST HOMILY IN A MODERN DRESS. 
PART FIRST. 


The reasons for offering to the readers of the Gospel Messen- 
ger the following version of one of the admirable Homilies of 
the Church, may be inferred from a noteto the xxxv. Article of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. It is mdeed true, that the 
scholar and divine would prefer the plain and homely, but preg- 
nant and racy style of the original edition to the grammatical 
correctness and diluted refinement of the style prevalent in our 
times» But for the private reading of the-young, for the instruc- 
tion of families, and for the convenience of lay-reading in chur- 
ches, itaiay be desirable to have at least some of these sound 
and pious ilies in a style free ‘from obsolete words and 
phrases,” as well as from “local references.” ‘The present 
writer, therefore, offers the following as an experiment ; hoping 
that either he will be encouraged to cont:mue the labour, or (what 
is much more desirable) that some abler hand may undertake 
the revision of the whole work. 

A fruitful Exhortation to the Reading and Knowledge of Holy 
Scripture-—To a Christian nothing can be more necessary or 
more profitable than a thorough knowledge of the holy Scrip- 
tures, since in them is contained the infallible word of God, set- 
ting forth his glory and the duty of man, and there is no truth or 
doctrine necessary for our justification and everlasting salvation, 
but that may be drawn from that unfailing well of truth—as 
many, therefore, as are desirous of entering on the right way to 
God, must apply their minds to the study of the Holy Scriptures, 
without which they can neither attain to a sufficient knowledge 
of God and his will, nor of their own office and duty. Nor is 
this exercise more usefal than delightful. As a pleasant drink 
to the thirsty ; asa refreshing meal to the hungry, so is the read- 
ing, hearing, searching and studying of the holy Scriptures, to 
those who are desirous of knowing God or themselves, and of 
doing his holy will. It is only an appetite diseased with sin, 
which loathes and abhors the heavenly knowledge and food of 
God’s word. It is a sign, that one is drowned in worldly vanities, 
if he shows no attachment to God or holinéss. As the pleasant- 
est food is bitter as wormwood to the patient suffering under an 
ague, not on account of any bitterness inherent in the food itself, 
but on account of the diseased and unnatural taste of the sick 
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man ; so is the sweetness of God’s word bitter, not of itself, but 
only to them that have their minds corrupted with long habits of 
sin, and with the love of the world.’ Regardless, therefore, of 
the corrupt judgment of carnal men, who care only for the grati- 
fication of their own grovellifig appetites ; let us reverently hear 
and read the Holy Scriptures; let us feed uponthis heavenly food 
of the soul ; let us diligently search for the well of life in the old 
and New Testaments, and not resort to the loathsome and stag- 
nant pools of haman traditions, devised by men’s imagination 
for our justification and salvation ; for in holy Scripture is fully’ 
contained what we ought to do, and what to avoid, what to be-- 
lieve, what to love, and what to look for at God’s hands at length. ' 
In these books we shall find the Father from whom, the Son by 
whom, and the Holy Ghost in whom all things have their being 
and subsistence ; and these three persons to be but one God 
and one substance. Inthese books we may learn to know our- 
ourselves, how vile and miserable we are, and also to know God, 
how good he is of himself, and how he makes us and all creatures 
partakers of his goodness. We may learn also inthese books 
God’s will and pleasure, as far as is best for us to know it in the 
present world ; and as is remarked by that learned father and 
godly preacher St. Chrysostom, ‘* Whatever is required for the 
salvation of men, is fully contained in the Scriptures of God.” 
He that is ignorant may there learn and have knowledge. He 
that is hard hearted, and an obstinate sinner,’ will there find 
everlasting torments, prepared by God’s justice, to make him 
afraid and to mollify or soften him. He that is oppressed with 
misery in this world, will there, to his great consolation and 
comfort, find relief in the promises of everlasting life. He who 
has received a deadly spiritual wound, will there find medicine 
by which he may be restored to health. If it is necessary to 
teach any truth, or reprove any false doctrine ; to rebuke any 
vice, or commend any virtue ; to give good advice, to comfort 
or exhort, or to do any thing else requisite for our salvation—all 
these things, says St. Chrysostom, we may learn abundantly from 
the Scriptures. There is, says Fulgeatius, abundantly enough 
of nieat for men and of milk for children. There is something 
adapted to all ages and to all degrees and classes of men. These 
books, therefore, ought to be much in our hands, to be perused 
with a careful eye, to be listened to with an attentive ear, to be 
speken of reverently with our lips, but most of all to be deeply 
imprinted on our hearts ; for the word of God is the heavenly 
food of our souls ; the hearing and keeping-of it blesses, sanc- 
tifies, and makes us holy ; it converteth the soul ; it is a lantern 
to ourfeet; it is a sure, steadfast, and everlasting instrument of 
salvation ; it gives wisdom to the humble and lowly heart—it 
comforts, gladdens, and cheers the conscience ; it is a more pre- 
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cious jewel, a more valuable treasure than gold or precious 
stones ; it is sweeter than honey or the honey-comb ; it is called 
the good part, which Mary chose, for it has in it everlasting con- 
solation. The words, of holy Scripture are called words of 
everlasting life, for they are God’s instrument, appointed for this 
purpose ; they have power through God’s promise, and are ef- 
fectual, through his assistance, to convert the soul ; and being 
received in a faithful heart, they have a heavenly, spiritual ope- 
ration in them ; they are lively, quick and powerful, and sharp- 
er than anytwo-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and are a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Christ calls him 
a wise builder who builds upon his word, upon his sure and stable 
foundation. By this word of God we shall be judged ; for the 
word that I speak, saith Christ, is it that shall judge in the last 
day, He who keeps the word of Christ, is promised the love 
and favour of God ; and that he shall be the dwelling place or 
temple of the blessed Trinity. Whoever is diligent in reading 
this word and in imprinting on his heart what he reads, will find 
the great affection for the transitory things of this life diminish- 
ed, and the great desire of heavenly things, which are promised 
in the Scriptures by Géd, increased in him—and nothing so 
much strengthens our faith and trust in God, or tends so much 
to preserve innocency and purity of heart and life, as the continual 
reading and recellection of God’s word, for whatever, by the con- 
stunt reading and diligent scrutiny of the holy Scriptures is deeply 
imprinted and engraven in the heart, becomes almost a part of 
our nature. The natural effect of God’s word, is, also, to illumi- 
nate the ignorant, and to give more light to those, who faithfully 
and diligently read it, to comfort their hearts and to encourage 
them to perform what God has commanded. In adversity, it 
teaches patience, in prosperity, humility ; it shows us what ho- 
nor is due to God, what mercy and charity to our neighbour. It 
gives good counsel in cases of doubt and difficulty. It shows to 
‘whom we must look for aid and help in all perils ; and that God 
is the only giver of victory in all assaults of our enemies, bodily 
and spiritual ; and.in reading the word of God, he is not dlways 
most benefitted, who is most ready in turning to the passage de- 
sired, or in repeating it from memory ; but he who is most assi-~ 
milated to the character of its author, he who is led most by the 
influences of the Holy Ghost, and is most in. his heart and life 
conformed to the image of what he reads ; he, who is daily less 
and less proud, less. given to anger, less covetous, and less de- 
sirous of worldly and vainpleasures ; he, who daily forsaking his 
old and vicious course of life, increases in virtue more and more. 
In short, nothing more maintains spirituality of mind, and drives 
away ungodliness, than the constant reading or hearing of the 
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word, if joied witha godly mind, and with an earnest desire to 
know and follow God’s will ; for without simplicity of purpose, 
and purity of intention, nothing is considered good before God. 
On the other hand, nothing more obscures to the mind the char- 
acter of Christ and the glory of God, ner brings in more spiritual 
blindness, and leads more certainly to all kinds of vices, than the 
ignorance of God’s word. C. W.. 
eee eel r 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGFR, 
CHECK ON ENTHUSIASM. 

Messrs. Editors :—Not long since, | was ata Church where I 
saw, or thought I saw, some impatience, (not on the part of the 
usdal worshippers, but of a crowd of visitors) during the liturgy, 
as if we wish the prayers, and the praises, and the preaching of 
such inspired men as Jeremiah in the Old, and St, Paul in the 
New Testament, were concluded, that our favorite preacher 
might commence. The existence of such impatience implies. 
the absence of religious feeling, or of a predominance of the 
imagination over the judgment. A worldly-minded man, and 
an enthusiast, would be apt to be uneasy, under the long prayers 
and the calm reading of the holy Scriptures, but a sound-minded 
Christian, never. . This thought arose in my mind ; how well. 
-has our Church’ put the bridle on enthusiasm, as by her whole 
system, and by many particular arrangements, so by what en- 
thusiasts always have objected to, the length of her liturgy. 'This 
very circumstance makes the people . restless under long ser- 
mons, and the preacher is on this account led to shortén his ser- 
mon, and on another account, his own comfort, especially if he 
has been using his voice through the whole service of the desk 
and altar. In whatever proportion the liturgy was shortened, 
in that degree would scope be given for lengthening the sermon, 
and for indulging those who make religion-to consist in “hearing 
preaching.” May not the endeavours made to have the liturgy 
curtailed, and the unauthorized omissions of parts of it, be traced 
in some degree, at least, to the lurking spirit of enthusiasm. : 
Our services, as now constituted, not only keep under this spi-, 
rit, but they repel those who are filled with it from our Church., 
They eould bear, or even admire our preachers, but our surplice. 
men they like not. May their contagion always remain afar, 
off. AMEN. 

—p>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 

PRAYER DAYS, AND MISTAKES AS TO PIETY. 

Asa reason for non-attendance on the services of the Church, 
on Wednesdays and Fridays, it is sometimes alleged that they 
consist only of prayers. Now if it were so, the excuse would be 
insufficient, since the worship of God, the confessing our manifol.. 
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sins and wickedness, the rendering thanks for the great benefits 
that we have received at his hands, the setting forth his most 
worthy praise, and the asking such things as are requisite and 
necessary, as well for the body as the soul ; the performing these 
duties socially, andthus awakening and encouraging a mutual 
sympathy, as well as securing, each for his own advantage, the 
intercessions of God’s ministers and people, are surely impor- 
tant purposes, which might well invite us to enter the courts of 
the Lord, and to linger there. But, in truth, the services of our 
Church are so arranged that enstruction is inseparable from them. 
It can never be said that in the morning or afternoon service 
we have “only prayers.” We have instruction not only in 
the psalms, the lessons, the commandments, and the epistle and 
gospel, but in every collect and sentence.in the liturgy. The 
doctrines and precepts of the gospel are so referred to in the 
prayers, that we cannot use them faithfully, without being taught 
or reminded of all that we have to believe and to do, and to bear or 
submit to as becometh disciples of Christ. And it eannot be said, 
that truth and duty are here enforced in a cold, lifeless, unimpres- 
sive manner. Are not the inspired preachers, (must they not 
necessarily be so?) unrivalled in eloquence? Where will you 
find those who can address the conscience liké Isaiah and Paul, 
or like him “ who spake as never man spake?” Have we not - 
in our lessons the sermons delivered on Mount Sinai, under the 
old dispensation by the Father, and under the mew by the.Son 
himself? They whose pious affections-would not be kindled by 
a liturgy, the admiration of all times and countries, and of the 
prejudiced themselves ; and by the appeals of the sweet psalm- 
ist of Israel, or of that disciple whom Jesus loved, may well 
question the genuineness of their piety ; and if they are moved 
by more modern writers and speakers, have reason to appre- 
hend that it is some other cord: than the love of God in their 
system, which has given the response. We are always in dan- 
get of mistaking for piety some other emotion. If, for example, 
in the sanctuary I feel more than ordinarily‘devout when it is 
thronged, than when “ two or three only are gathered together,” 
pr when the tones of the speaker are as music in my ear: or 
when his deep feeling compels me to feel also, may it not be so, 
that I mistake for devotion an emotion which is chiefly, perhaps 
wholly, to be attributed to the excitement of society—to nervous 
sensibility, or toa sympathy which, however allied to benevolence 
or the love of man, is often fourid in the heart most estranged 
from the love of God. Considerations like these, which make 
us self-suspicious, and serupulous in our self-examination are 
useful ; and now to apply them, let me add,that if we engage 
reluctantly in the services on prayer days, because those servi- 
ees consist rather of devotional offices than of exhortations—be-. 
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cause the instruction given is inspired, in preference to uninspi- 
red ; because it is not likely, that there will be the excitement 
of a crowd ; and, finally, because the prescribed services are a- 
dapted to promote a calm, humbled state of mind, rather than 
an elevated tone, bordering on rapture or extacy, I repeat, if 
our interest in the liturgy and lessons of holy Scripture is dimin- 
ished by any one of the considerations now stated, we ought to 
be suspicious of our piety—we ought to beware that we do not 
mistake for piety animal excitement or intellectual gratification, 
or the indulgence of the imagination or -social feeling. Such 
was their mistake whom St. James thus admonishes, “ Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your. own 
selves.” ‘* Of this sort,” says St. Paul, “ are they. which are 
ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” ‘ They will not endure sound doctrine, having itchiug 
ears.” Alas, alas, pour human nature, ¥ speak not of the un~ 
godly, a great multitude, whom, no man can number ; I speak 
not of the hypocrites, who dotheir works to be seen of men, but 
of those who have some sense of religious obligation, and yet 
their depraved nature leads them to deceive themselves—to be 
wise above what is written in the word of God, and to think of 
themselves more highly than they ought to think.. What is the 
remedy? To compare our piety with, and to endeavour (and 
to pray for the Holy. Spirit to be enabled) to bring it to the stan- 
dard of the holy Scriptures. The piety of our great exemplar 
(the Son of Ged) was calm, sober, free from any earthly admix- 
ture. The love of God, under the control of the understanding, 
was in him a profound feeling. It loved the assembly of the 
Saints, but it loved also-to unite in prayer with his own fami- 
ly, (may I not so call them ?) the twelve whoWere constantly with 
him ; andit loved the mountain, and the -garden, ard the wil- 
derness, where it might be alone with God. It did not refuse to 
impart and to welcome sympathy, but it was-not dependant for 
its existence on sympathy, nor the tone of the outward man.— 
Such was the piety in kind, (but of course infinitely removed in 
degree from that of the perfect Redeemer) of Patriarch and 
prophet, of the apostle and martyr. Conscious of falling far be- 
low their standard, let us often contemplate it—let us mark ‘its 
conformity to the precepts of both Testaments—let us watch our 
hearts and lives, and beware of a spurious piety. Let us remem- 
ber that true piety has its seat in the heart, but it is controlled 
and directed by the understanding, itself enlightened by the word 
and spirit of God—that it is inseparable from morality, for he. 
who loveth God must love his brother also, and that it is alse 
inseparable from a due self-government. “I keep under my 
body says the apostle and bring it into subjection.” St. James 
definition, ‘Pure re!igion and undefiled before God and the fa- 
ther, is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction. 
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and to keep himself unspotted from the world,” corresponds 
with that of St. Paul, “ we should live godly, righteously, and 
soberly,” and with that of the Old Testament prophet, “« What 
doth the Lord require of-thee but to do justice, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.” O. 8S. 
————-— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON RE-BUILDING ST. PHILIP’S. 

Messrs. Editors :—To the remarks in your last number-on 
restoring St. Philip’s ‘just as it was,” it has been objected that 
modern architecture (assumed to be superior to ancient) rejects 
the massy pillars which were so conspicuous in the interior. I 
reply first, by dehying the superiority of modern architecture. 
Let the old large private dwellings in Charleston be compared 
with those more recently built, and lam very much mistaken, if 
the general, as well as the scientific, and the tasteful eye will 
not give the fermer the preference. "The comparison holds good 
in favour of the old public buildings also, and more particularly 
of the Churches. The ancient style for Churches is now so 
generally preferred, that at the North many have been built on 
the Gothic model, and care has been taken to make them look 
as much as possible like some of those old Churches, which 
adorn and instruct England. Inthe second place, and more 
particularly, the assertion that massy pillars.are now rejected is 
not admitted, for they are retained in the great Cathedral of the 
Reman Church at Baltimore, probably the most imposing, as it 
is believed to be the largest place for public worship in our 
country. Eyery one who has been within the Cathedral, knows 
that it is dependant for its solemn and sublime effect on the 
sweeping arches and massy, well proportioned pillars, on which 
they rest. Should that-building be destroyed, who would wish 
to see it re-built on a different plan, or what is far more objec- 
tionable, on the plan of excluding the arches and pillars ; of ma- 
king it only something like the former building. One of two 
courses it seems to me must be adopted, to adhere to the old 
plan in all its essential features, or to abandon it altogether. 
York-minster was so re-built as to be scarcely distinguishable from 
its predecessor, and why not St. Philip’s? A. 

—_———— 

* T have scen some of the old fathers, who have left the stage, on each 
retyrning Sabbath evening, assemble their chidren around them, and 
carefully instruct them in the principles of the Christian religion, ma- 
king the Catechism their text-book, and their children growing up 
around them intelligent Christians. Inthe present day a great many 
families exist, where the Sabbath eve is spent in idle chit-chat, no reli- 
gious instruction is given to the young, and not even a copy of the 
Catechism could be found in the house. I have very much feared that 
this was an evidence of the decline of piety, and that the next genera- 
tion would yield a rich harvest of infidelity.” ‘ 
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REVIEW DEPARTMENT. 


BISHOP GRISWOLD'S DISCOURSE. 

A Discourse on the Nature, Reasonableness and Use of the Promises 
made in the name of Children when they are Baptized ; by Alexander 
V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, being in part an abridg- 
ment of his Pastoral Letter on the same sulject.—This is a very satis- 
factory Sermon, and will be particularly useful in these places where 
our Church is newly planted. Novices will be much benefited by it, 
and in particular those who are in the neighborhood of other denomi- 
nations, who, for want of examination and prejudice, are prone to mis- 
understand our baptismal service (witness the late work of even so 
learned and talented a man as Professor Millar). . But even in this old 
Diocese there are some, we wish we could limit.the remark to our new 
recruits, who do object to the Sponsor promising for the child, because 
they have not given themselves time to consider the subject, or to read 
the satisfactory explanations given by our standard writers; as for ex- 
ample Archbishop Secker, ‘ton the Catechism.” The Sermon before 
us is so full, that. we cannot doubt it, will set the matter at rest with all 
who will impartially read it. These extracts are instructive: “ If it is 
made a question whether infants or young children may be in covenant 
with God, we need but to hearken to the instructions of that school- 
master, the law, and the pointis clearly decided.” * * “ Against 
baptizing children this isurged as the most formidable objection, 
that they cannot covenant with God. But God himself, who is wiser 
than man, has declared the contrary. Me has commanded that young 
infants should enter into the same covenant with him as adults did, and 
by the same ordinance ; a.covenant of faith, too, it was, no less than 
of works, even of that gospel faith which was reckoned to men for 
righteotisness : they were sealed unto the faith, which should after- 
wards be more clearly revealed to them. They who were circumcised 
in infancy had the same promises sealed to their benefit, and the same 
obligations of duty (when they should come of age) laid upon them, 
and were, in all respects, as completely in covenant with God, and as 
truly of his chosen people, as they whose faith was thus sealed at a 
riper aye. They thus became his people, and hetheirGod.”  * # 
“ Our part is to administer the sacraments according to his appoint- 
ment, and in such manner as will best show the people their meaning 
and use. It is on this ground, to teach people the nature and obliga- 
tions of baptism, that promises are made in the name of children, when 
they are baptized. And it ought te be distinctly understood, and 
very carefully remembered, that all the duty or obligation, which is laid 
upon a child by baptism, arises. from the nature of the sacrament, and 
from the will of God, and not at all from the promises or any answers 
which are made by the parents or sponsors. If nothing is said in the 
child’s name, which is sometimes the case, as in private baptism, the 
obligation upon the child is exactly the same. * * “To make 
the sacrament appear what it truly is, a solemn covenant with God, and 
that men may be duly impressed with a sense of what is required of 
those who are baptized, the children are represented as expressing, by 
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their sureties, the obligation which, by God’s ,authority, is laid upon 
them, and which, when they come of age, they will be bound to per- 
form. In the appearance of the transaction there is something singu- 
lar, which may require what I have endeavored to give, explanation ; 
but the meaning you see, when explained, is pious and good, and the 
practice is prorer and useful. tis agreeable to the , whole system of 
God’s providence, and tothe general practice of his Church, from the 
days of Abraham, the Father of the faithful. It still has the.very good 
effect of impressing upon the congregation, who witness baptism, a 
sense of what they must do to be saved in Christ. Some have scrupled 
to make the responses, because, they say, it is promising what they 
cannot perform. But in truth the sponsors do not promise any thing 
for themselves ; they merely, as we have shown, express in words the 
obligation which, by God’s authority, baptism lays upon the child.” * 
” ‘Suppose that some generous friend should offer to secure to 
your child a large estate, on condition that the child should make some 
small acknowledgment of the favour; no parent, in such case, would 
hesitate in stipulating in the child’s name, that the acknowledgment 
should be made. It would reasonably be supposed, that the child, 
when of age, would gladly take it upon himself. “But he would be at 
full liberty to refuse the condition, and lose the estate. We add, then, 
this further and better reason for making children members of Christ; 
it is for their actual benefit. It is not for us to say precisely what and 
how great the advantages or the benefits are; we cannot, however, 
doubt but that they are more and. greater than those -of circumcision 
under the law. The same privileges are bestowed on those baptized in 
riper age; but children may not live to grow up; any infant, for aught 
we know, may die in childhood, and if he is not baptized, could never 
in that case, have the benefits of baptism; he would not be a member 
of Christ’s visible Church, nor in covenant with God. We dare not 
say that none can be saved without baptism; and to say on the other 
hand that it does no good, would be equally presumptuous. How do 
we know what sanctifying efficacy may attend it m the case of those 
especially who die in infancy? If it is useful and wise to give children 
a religious education, certainly it must be useful to place them in a re- 
ligious state. Except they are in the Church, I cannot see bow they 
can be said to be brought up inthe nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
To be in the Lord’s nurture, they must be in the bosom of hi§’ Church. 
Baptism administered to a child “ is a complete and effectual sacra- 
ment, and God’s mercies are sealed to its benefit, under visible signs. 
And though the use and comfort of the ordiwance are not at present 
enjoyed by the infant, yet they are now enjoyed by the parent, who be- 
lieves God’s promises to himself and his seed ; and they are enjoyed by 
the congregation,”* who believe that of such is the kingdom of God.” 
SUNDAY SCHOOL VISITER. ; 

The Sunday School Visiter ; edited by the Secretary of the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—T he usefulness of such 
a work, if it be only tolerably well conducted, is obvious from its pur- 
poses, viz.: “to promote the Sunday School cause in general, but par- 


* Archbishop Usher. . 
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ticularly as connected with the Protestant Episcopal Church. It will 
contain information of the progress and present state of Sunday Schools; 
Communications intended to advance their interest: Notices and Re- 
views of publications subservient to Sunday School purposes.; Biogra- 
phy, Narratives, and Miscellaneous Articles connected with the subject.” 
The first four nymbers (it commenced in January,) contain several in- 
teresting and instructive articles, adapted to induce parents to avail 
themselves of the Sunday School, not as a substitute for, but an auxil- 
iary to their own efforts in the religious education of their child—to 
encourage Sunday School teachers in their arduous, self-denying, most 
charitable and surely to be rewarded work, and to detect and expose 
errors as well as to mark sound doctrine in some of the popular works 
of the day. The article “ A gratified Sunday School Teacher” in the 
January number, ought to be read by all who can be, and yet are not 
teachers. We welcome this hint en ‘ta parochial School,” which is or 
ought to be connected with every Congregation large enough to sustain 
it: “* It was customary, especially in the Lutheran Church, both of this 
and tbe mothercountry, to have a schoo! house and school district belong- 
ing to every congregation. It was made the duty of the elders of the 
church,to have a particalar oversight of this school,to see thatevery child, 
if possible, belonging to the congregation attend this school, to provide 
faithful and competent teachers, and tu see that i¢ be properly conducted 
inevery respect. And besides this, the pastor of the congregation, made 
it his particilar duty to attend at Jeast once a week to the religious in- 
struction of the children of this school. They committed the Cate- 
chism to memory, while he explained it to them, and enforced the doc- 
trines of the Bible upon theit young and tender minds, with all. possi- 
ble plainness and affection. This was wot the practice of individual 
ministers or congregations only, but it was a regularly established sys- 
tem, universally observed and practised.” This hint, also, is excellent : 
** Easter Monday and Tuesday have specified services provided for 
them. ‘They are too little noticed by the majority of congregations, 
especially in the country. Ina very large proportion of parishes, the 
annual election of church wardens and vestrymen takes place on one 
of these days. As the duties of these officers is often very imperfectly 
understood, it would be a salutary measure if the custom were general, 
as we know it to be in many places, to have morning service before 
the election, and if to this should be added an address or sermon from 
the rector on the duties of these officers, it would contribute to a better 
understanding ef what belongs to those who have tlre charge of the 
temporalities of the Church, fer let it be borne in mitd that wardens 
and vestrymen are pot spiritual officers. _Their business is the discharge 
of those duties which relate to al] the temporal concerns of the parish— 
to the becoming provisions required for the sustaining of public war- 
ship,—the neatness of the church—the grave-yard, and all the appur- 
tenances of the building, It is the peculiar province of the wardens to 
maintain a due regard to orderly deportment in time of divine service, 
and to see that strangers entering the-church are provided witi: suitable 
seats in the most expeditious and quiet manner. - On this subject there 
has always appeared to us great propricty in the custom, now, it is be- 
lieved, done away with in the Northern and Middle States, except in 
the city of Boston. The custom we refer to is this—near the entrance 
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of the church are two small pews, raised a little above the ordinary 
slips, and provided with cushions and large Prayer-books for the war- 
dens. In these they generally sit, and from their position see what is 
required, and are in a convenient situation to attend toit.” Seldomdo 
we meet with a more usefully impressive narrative (be it fact or fiction) 
than “ the Collier Boys,” page 89 of the March nuraber. 


AN AP.PEAL TO THE CHURCH. 


“ An Appeal to the Church, for the establishment of a Bible, Prayer 
Book and Tract Society.” 

“To the intent that now, unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, 
might be made known by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God.— Epistle of St. 
Paul, the Apostle, to the Ephesians, iii. 10.” ; 

In the General Convention of 1826, (see p. 66 of the Journal) was 
passed a resolution. of inquiry as to the expediency of establishing a 
General Tract Society, to be “under the superintendence of the Bish- 
ops.” This resolution was brought to the notice of the Convention of 
1829 as “unfinished business” and that is the last we have heard of it. 
We are glad to have the subject revived, and hope the eloquent and 
unanswerable pamphlet before us will effectually move the next Conven- 
tion to action. The expediency of having a Bible Society is obvious 
from this consideration, if there were no other, that the existing socie- 
ties circulate copies of the Bible without those marginal translations 
which the translaturs of our English version deemed of equal authori- 
ty with the translations inserted iu the text. Nextto the Bible, no more 
useful book than the Prayer Book for geueral distribution can be named. 
Every means to cheapen it and to place a copy in the hands of every 
one, must be approved by the Christian community. The title of the 
proposed Society might be usefully changed. so as to imply that larger 
works thar Tracts would be distributed. Such books as Secker on 
the Catechism, Pearsan on the Creed, the Christian life, by John 
Scott, Slater’s original draught, and King on Worship, reduced in 
price and gratuitously distributed, as are the standard books of other 
denominations of Christians, would tell for the cause of an authorized 
ministry, a pure liturgy, and an orthodox faith. These extracts will, 
we hope invite attention to the pamphlet before usy and ‘to its very im- 
portant subject : 

“ The Church has united in the cause of Sunday Schools, that so 
her children may be brouw)ht up, in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ;” and, being early tought to think the same things, may thus 
preserve “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” ‘The Church 
has united in the General Theological Seminary, that so the Christian 
education, which had prepared her children to be intelligent and holy 
members of the communion of saints, may be cxtended and completed, 
in their preparation, whom the Lord shall cull, to take upon themselves 
the ministry of the Gospel. The Church has united in the Missionary 
enterprize,—-that sa the men, who are trained up as heralds of the 
Cross, may be sent out to “ preach the Gospel unto every creature,” 
and “ make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” What remains, 
but that the Church should now tinite, to furnish forth her ministers for 
‘ 
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their high embassy, by preparing, publishing and supplying, in every 
language that is spoken under heaven, the Word of Life—its best 
companion, the Book of Common Prayer—and those apt illustrations, 
cogent arguments, and irresistible persuasives, which, in the humble 
form, and by the modest name of Tracts, so admirably serve to go he- 
fore, accompany, and follow both the others 7” © ® “ Why 
should we rely on other denominations to print our Bibles: or our 
Tracts, any mofe than to support our Missionaries? On which of them 
shall we depend for our supply of Prayer Books? Or how can we 
expect a Society, not in the Church, to produce tracts, which shall ac- 
complish our purposes, as Churchmen.” ° ° “In the selec- 
tion of the Tracts, let it be the privilege of the Bishops, in the order of 
their seniority, to select and recommend them for publication--the re- 
commendation of each Bishop, in his turn, being final, as to the ‘Tract 
which he proposes.” 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL PULPIT. 


Protestant Episcopal Puilpit, for March 1835.—This number con- 
tains a very sensible, useful and interesting Sermon of the Rev. Dr. 
Milner of New-York. The text is Romans i. 16.° Seldom has the 
copiousness and energetic brevity of holy writ been better illustrated, 
than it is in the following passage: ‘** 1 am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation unto every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek,’: - li this sum- 
mary arécontained the following particulars, which distinguishingly 
characterize our holy religion, and are to be found in no other system 
upon earth, The passage asserts, 1. The efficacy of the Gospel: ‘It 
is the power.’ 2. Its divinity: It is ‘the power of God.’ 3. ‘Its ub- 
ject: [tis ‘the power of God unto salvation.’ 4. Its condition: It is 
* the power of God unto salvation unto every oue that believeth.’ 5. 
Its universality: ‘ [It is the power of God anto salvation unto every 
one that believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek,’ ” 

Salvation is thus represented as conditional : ** But blessings of so 
extensive a kind are not forced upon the obstinately rebejlious and per- 
verse. They are the reward of faith, ‘ without which it is impossible 
to please God,’ aad which is therefore made the indispensable condi- 
tion of their enjoyment. The gospel of Christ is ‘the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.’ Wilful unbelievers can 
have no part or lot in the matter. .* To as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sous of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.’ While Jesus Christ alone is the meritorious cause 
of our justification before God, faith -is constitnted the instrament 
which capacitates us for receiving the benefits of his death. Not a 
barren unproductive assent to the truths of the gospel; not a bare 
desire of salvation by Jesus Christ, without a principle of virtue and 
holiness, but a faith, which while it trusts in the grace of the gospel, 
incites to a scrupulous observance Of all its precepts ; a faith which 
uniting us to’ Jesus Christ as our prophet, priest aud king, makes it 
impossible for the members of a head so holy to continue in sin; a 
faith that transforms the heart and beautifies the life. Such a living 
faith as this is the medium through which all the benefits avd consola- 
tions of the gospel flow into lic heartofthe believer.” * * 
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“Its condition: a saving faith in the Redeemer, and his precious 
atonewent, evinced by a life of devout humility and holy obedience to 
his laws.” 

The doctrine of universal redemption is thus clearly asserted: ‘* A 
universality of guilt demanded a universality in the remedy. ‘ Christ 
was therefore,’ says St. John, ‘ the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for vur ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.’ St. Puul else- 
where asserts, that he ‘will have all men té be saved, and to come to 
a knowledge of the truth.” And St. Peter adds his attestation, ‘ that 
the Lord who ig long suffering to us-ward, is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.’ ” af ° * Tis 
universality: in embracing with the arms of mercy the whole family 
of mankind.” 





SELECTIONS. 


THE REAL MARTYR. 


Man seeras formed to be a hero in suffering, not a hero in action. 
Men err in nothing more than in the estimate which they make of hu- 
man labour. ‘The hero of the world is the man that makes the bustle ; 
the man that makes the road smoke under his ehaise and four; the 
man that raises'a dust about him; the man that manages or devastates 
empires! But what is the real labour of this man, compared-with 
that of a silent sufferer? He lives on his projects, He encounters, 
perhaps, rough roads, incommodious inns, bad fuod, storms and perils, 
weary days and sleepless nights: but what are these? his project— 
his point—the thing that has laid hold on his heart—glory,a name—con- 
sequenee—pleasure—wealth—these render the man callous to the 
pains and efforts of the body! I have been in both states and there- 
fore understand them ; and I know that men forny this false estimate. 
Besides, there is something in bustle, and stir, and activity, that sup- 
ports itself. At one period, I preached and read five times on a Sun- 
day, and rode sixteen miles. But what did it cost me? Nothing! 
Yet most men would have looked on while I was rattling from village 
to village, with all the dogs barking at my heels, and would have called 
me a hero, whereas, if they were to look at me now, they would call me 
an idle lounging fellow. ‘He makes a sermon on the Saturday—he gets 
into his- study—he walks from end to end—he scribbles on a scrap of 
paper—he throws itaway and scribbles on another—he takes suuff— 
he sits down—scribbles again—walks about.” The man cannot see 
that here is an exhaustion of the spirit, which at night will leave me 
worn to the extremity of endurance, He cannot see the numberless 
efforts of mind, which are crossed ind stifled, and recoil on the spirits ; 
hike the fruitless efforts of a traveller to get firm footing among the 
ashes on the steép sides of mount Etna.—Cecil’s Remains. 

ON THE “NEW BIRTH.” - 
. From Archbishop Secker’s eighty-first Sermon. . 

Our Christian life is also called a new creation, to express in a strong 
manner, how greatly our condition is changed by it for the better: ac- 
cording to that ef the Apostle, “If any man be in Christ he is a new 
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creature : old things are passed away,behold all things are become new.” 
But here, again, we must guard against mistakes. It is not true, that, 
in strictness of speech, fallen man hath originally no principle of what 
is right left in him. If the whole was lost by the fall, somewhat hath 
by the general grace of God, been rmstored since. For, though St. 
Paul saith, “ In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing,” yet 
he saith of the same person, quickly after, “I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man.” And he supposes even the Gentiles to do, in 
some cases, to some degree, “the things contained in the law.” . Indeed 
experience proves, that notorious sinners have often a considerable 
mixture of worthy dispositions. We are not therefore to look on those 
dreadful pictures which the sacred writers draw, of the most depraved 
of the heathen, as being just representations, without abatement, of the 
natural state of all mankind. But, however, that state is undoubtedly 
a bad one ;: destitute of sufficient strength, uneotitled to pardon of sin, 
to supplies of grace, to reward of obedience, till God, in the covenant 
of baptism, affords us relief in-all these respects,.and so translates us 
“from the power of darkness into the kingdom of his dear Son.” Here 
then, begins our new creation or birth: and our remaining concern 
is, to behave as dutiful children to‘our heavenly Father; and by using 
the prescribed means of spiritual growth, be careful to arrive at fulness 
of stature and strength in Christ. . The first creation was not comple- 
ted in a moment, but gradually finished in thé space of six days; after 
which Adam was left to cultivate the garden that God had planted. The 
second hath nocertain time prescribed it, butadvances faster or slower, 
with fewer or more frequent interruptions, to greater or less perfection, 
according as men lay hold on, or neglect, the assistances always ready 
for them. Some are trained up, and walk from the first, “in the way 
wherein they should go ;” and though guilty of many small errors, 
through infirmity and surprise, yet, avoiding great and wilful deviations, 
they advance continually to a happy end of their journey. Now’ these 
canot well perceive any sudden change in the condition of their souls, 
for their improvement is usually very gradual, much less any change 
in it from bad to good ; for it hath always been good from their earli- 
est acquaintance with it. ‘Too many, indeed, may imagine this falsely, 
but others, through God’s mercy, may know it to be true, that they 
have always lived religiously, from geauine Christian principles. Like 
Timothy, “they have known the holy seriptares from children, which 
are able to make them wise unto salvation.”” -And such, far from ha- 
ving reason to doubt their acceptance with God, because they have ne- 
ver experienced grievous terrors and bitter sorrows, have the highest 
reason to rejoice, that they have found the ‘ways of wisdom, pleasant- 
ness and peace, from their very entrance upon them ; and shall be re- 
warded in the end for a whole life, spent as it-ought. But far more 
commonly, nen have committed heinous offences, or indulged them- 
selves in the omission of important daties. And then more particular 
and deep repentance is necessary, followed by a change of dispositions 
within, as well as external behaviour, else their baptismal regeneration 
will only aggravate their guilt. But even the conversion of ‘such is not 
always accompanied with extremely vehement agitations of mind ; but 
these differ, according to their various tempers, and the free operations 
of the divine spirit. Nay, indeed, some feel the most tormenting ago- 
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nies, yet harden their hearts against them and go on, while others are 
effectually amended by the influence of mild convictions and a calm con- 
cern. And whether it be a call loud as thunder, or whether it be a still 
small voice that speaks ; if we do but hearken.to it, all is well. 

Nor is the recovery of sinners always equally sudden. Some, like 
St. Paul, are awakened and enlightened instantaneously, throw off a 
habit of wickedness. at one effort, and are changed that moment into 
newness of life. Others, after their first alarm, long maintain a doubt- 
ful struggle with their vicious inclinations; one while seemipg to have 
fought the good fight successfully, then entangled anew in their former 
bondage ; a pajnful and dangerous situation, out of .which, notwith- 
standing, thrdugh Almighty grace, there are those who escape “ into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.” And to a third sort, 
whose disorders, though but too threatening, ate less violent, health is 
restored by slow, and gentle, and almost imperceptible steps. Now it 
may be as impossible for these to fix the precise time when their_faith 
and penitence were earried just far enough to make.them objects of 
God’s forgiveness, as it often is, to determine exactly the moment when 
the sun rises upon the earth, though it hath evidently been growing 
light a great while. Without question, as soon as any one hath that 
faith in Christ which will produce a life of good works, he is justified by 
his faith alone, and his sins forgiven. But, though.God always knews 
this time exactly, men very often may not, or rather very seldom can. 
They may have comfortable hopes aad persuasions, first weaker, then 
stronger, and yet, through mere humility may entertain some doubts, 
not of the divine promises, but of their own qualifications longer than 
they have cause. And these doubts may be graciously permitted, as 
very useful incitements both to diligence and caution. Our Bible no 
where teaches, that every one, who is forgiven, knows the hour of his 
forgiveness, or even knows, with certainty, that God hath granted it.— 
He must, indeed, as he amends,_perceive the alteration made in him, 
and in general a pleasing hope and faith of sharing in the divine mercy, 
must increase along with it, but he may still not be sure whether it is 
yet complete enough to be a proof, that he hath obtained pardon. Some 
are “* wenk in faith,” others are “ strong”.and “ aboundin it.” But 
eonceiving ourselves to be of the latter sort, gives us no title to pass sen- 
tence against the former. And we should be very fearful of judging 
our brethren rashly, who, with all their modest apprehensions, may 
perhaps have as real, perhaps a greater interest in God’s favour, than 
some of those, who declare them to have none ; and yet, if these hard 
censures proceed, not from ill will or bitterness of spirit, but from the 
warmth of a well-meaning zeal, even the persons injured by them 
should think mildly, and in the main, well of the authors ef them, lest 
they retaliate hardship, while they complain of it. But further, as the 
spiritual life may, in different persons, be attended with different de- 
grees of evidence, it may likewise advance to different degrees of per- 
fection.’ Indeed, when God created the heavens and the earth, “he saw 
every thing that he had made, and behold it was very good.” Nor, in 
the new creation, is any part of what he doth defective. But evea 
pious persons are wanting to themselves, and hence some of them 
come greatly short of others; and the best, of what they might and 
ought to have been. For, though all Christians are exhorted to per- 
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fection, and all real Christians labour after it, and, in God's gracious 
construction, finally arrive at it; andsome have the title given them by 
way of eminence, on account of their uncommon preficiency ; yet 
speaking strictly, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is.not in us;” nor did even St. Paul think “he had already at- 
tained, or was already perfect.” But here, us-before, it is of the ut- 
most importance notto err.’ They who allow themselves, in the hab- 
itual omission of any one known duty, or the habitual practice of any 
one known sin; they who have committed any single act of deliberate, 
gross sin, without heartily: repenting of it, and carefully avoiding it af- 
terwards; are not good persons with imperfections, but wicked ones 
under guilt and condémnation. The imperfeetions of the good are of 
quite another kind ; slight, weaknesses, sudden. surprises, inconsiderate 
failures, undiscerned unreasonableness in temper and behaviour ; hon- 
estly watched against upon the whole, vet returning from time to time, 
subjects of daily concern and general humiliation. Let no one, there- 
fore, flatier himself, that because all men have their faults, he may wil- 
fully indulge his without: danger. Nor let any one be so absurdly cun- 
ning, as to think of making a vear bargain in religion, and contriving 
to he just se geod, as to escape future misery ; and yet no better than he 
needs must. ‘Though we aim to do our utmost, we shall be sure to fall 
beneath the rule of our duty ; but if we aim at less, we shall be too 
likely to fail of the acceptance of our maker. True goodness inclades 
in it the love of goodness. . No one can be religious and virtuous ia 
eurnest, without sincerely desiring 19 be more so ; and feeling the truth 
of what wisdom, in the son of Sirach, asserts of herself: “ They that 
eat me sholl yet be hungry ; and thevthat drink me shall yet be thirsty; 
for my memorial is sweeter than honey, and mine inheritance than thé 
honey-comb.” Such, therefore, as are, pérhaps in no respect, posi- 
tively either vicious or profane, but negligent and thoughtless ; willing 
to go to heaven with as little trouble and much indulgence as ever they 
can; and, of the two, rather more afraid of being over good, than 
downright bad ; are already, to speak the most favourably of them, in 
a very unpromising condition ; and, unless, they make haste to get into 
a better, will soon be in a.worse. Another thing still, to he observed 
concerning the new creation, is, that as it may be carried to different de- 
grees of perfection, so it may be attended with different degrees of com- 
fort. Nor isthere anv proof from Scripture or experience, that persons 
equatly pious are filled in this world with equal joy. and consolation.— 
They that have a greater share than ordinary of such delightful per- 
ceptions, ought, undoubtedly, if the tenor of their lives afford cause for 
them, to be very thankful. But such as have the least, if their hearts 
condemn them not, may have confidence towards God, and be assured 
that the smallness of their present degree of comfort shall work togeth- 
er with all other things for their future good. Indeed the very same 
persons, without any other change in their spiritual state, find at times, 
elevations, depressions, insensibilities, for which they can only aceount 
by variations, visible or supposed, in their bodily health, or God’s un- 
searchable will and pleasure. Again, véry bad people too often trust 
in themselves that they are righteous, and rejoice on groundless pre- 
sumptions, while, on the other hand, though the good must, in their 
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composed hours, fee] some satisfaction in the hope, that they are such, 
and therefore, every one ought te reflect, whether he hath, on serious 
thought, felt that satisfaction or-not, yet the light of God’s countenance 
hath been frequently withdrawn from some of the best of men, and their 
“souls disquieted within them.” Nay, even our Saviour complained, 
that, in respect to the cheering influences,of his presence, ‘* God hath 
forsaken him.” So that noone can justly think well or ill of himself 
on such accounts as these. ‘The Psalmist hath told us, that “they who 
sow in tears shall reap in joy;” and “he that now goeth on his way 
weeping, and beareth forth good seed, shall deubtless come again with 
joy, and bring his sheaves with him.” And the Prophet hath stated 
both this case and. its opposite. “Whois among you that feareth the 
Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness and 
hath no light? .Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon 
his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, and compass yourself about 
with sparks; walk in the light of your fite, and in the sparks that ye 
have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand ; ye shall lie down in 
sorrow.” ‘ 

The only sure evidence, therefore, of the goodness of our condition, 
is the sincerity of an obedience, flowing from motives truly Christian.— 
And, accordingly, what the Apastle calls here in the text a new crea- 
tre, he calls, in a parallel place of the preceding chapter ** Faith work- 
ing by love,” and in another, “keeping the commandments of God.” 
So that when he saith, the new creature will avail, and nothing else, he 
saith it on supposition of its being so completed, as to- answer its end, 
which end, unless we are careful to attain, by exerting the principles 
of the spiritual life, conferred on us by baptism, and growing up in all 
Christian graces ; however great a blessing in itself our sacramental 
regeneration is; it will be none to us ; but we had better not have been 
born,—better not have been new boro, if it only entitles us to priv- 
ileges that. we finally furfeit, and become, to use St. Jude's expres- 
* gion, ‘‘twice dead.”’ Our Saviour hath told us that “the tree 
is knewn by its fruit ;” and the fruits of the spirit are the virtues 
of a holy life. If we experience these, we have a mark of our 
acceptance with God, which cannot deceive: all other marks, all other 
feelings, be they ever so lively, ever so pleasing, may Doubtless, if 
“any man hath not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Our pious 
dispositions, our well-grounded comforts, all proceed from the Holy 
Ghost ; and we can have neither without perceiving them. But we 
may perceive them, without certainly knowing, by the manner of the 
perception, that they are his wurk ; it suffices that,.on the authority of 
Scrip ure we believe they are. And Scripture hath no where taught us 
to distinguish what impulses or sensations within us come from God, 
and what from a different source, by the mere strength and delightful- 
ness of them. Without question, clear and joyful persuasions of our 
interest in the divine favor, if we have foundation te judge that we are 
entitled to them, are the greatest felicity we can enjoy in this world. 
But whoever relies on such persuasions alone, instead of examining 
what ground they stand upon, exposes himself to the utmost danger of 
being-misled by a heated imagination or a sinful confidence, of which 
kind of delusions the history of the Church, in all ages, hath been full. 
And whoever determines either his own state towards God, or that of 
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any one else, to be a bad one, for want of such tokens of its being a 
good one, contradicts the rule of holy writ. -“ Every one that doth 
righteousness is born of hia,” and unwisely dejects himself, or uncher- 
itably condemns his brother. 

Let us, therefore, be very cautious not to fancy: the paths of re- 
ligion either narrower or broader than they are: neither “‘ to make the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom God hath not made sad, nor strength- 
en the hands of the wigked by promising him life ;” for of both these 
errors he may be guilty at once. . But; in order to avoid both, let us 
form our notions of ourselves and others by God’s unerring word, in- 
terpreted with the reasonableness and milduess of a truly Christian 
temper ; and then we shail quickly discern, that the only sure test of 
good and bad persous is that which St. John hath so solemnly delivered 
from above: * This, then, is the message which we have herd of him, 
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
that is, wickedness, we lie, and do not speak the truth. _ But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, if we studiously imitate the’ purity and 
holiness of our heavenly Father,-we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS. 
From the Journal of the Institute at Flushing. 

The government of our country recognizes no religion; consequently 
no religion can be taught in its schools. All that it can do, is to dis- 
pense knowledge, and so increas» power, without making any adequate 
provision against the abuse of the augmented power. What, in this 
case, is to be done? Shall we go on disseminating knowledge, leaving 
morals to take theirchance? Shall every thing be.taught in our schools 
except what relates to the Creator aud his service? Shall every facul- 
ty of the mind be improved but that of conscience? Shall it be the 
characteristic of American education, that while it enlarges on the 
rights of man, itis silent on the rightsof God? * - * Nothing 
will meet the exigencies of the case but well organized seminaries of 
every grade, from the infant school to the university, conducted by 
competent and conscientious teachers, liberal in their course of studies, 
and making the evidences, doctrines and duties of religion, one ofthe 
subjects of systematic instruction. Such schools as these are demand- 
ed alike by the welfare of the coantry and the interests of Christianity. 
Can we tiave them? Can we have in the free States of A.nerica what 
they have in beautiful perfection in the despotic empire of Prussia? We 
might, if some such plan were adopted as the following, which we ven- 
ture to suggest to all the friends of American education. 

First, Let there be a school fund in every State, to be raised by taxa- 
tion and appropriations of public property. Let the state, as well as 
‘private citizens, make it a favorite object of their liberality, that the fund 
might be as ample as its purpose is important. 

Second, Let the yearly proceeds of this fund be divided among the 
different religious denominations, for the purpose of education, and in 
proportion to the number of children and youth instructed in their res- 
pective schools. a. 

Third, Let each denomination be obliged to exhibit to the legislature 
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a faithful employment of their share of the fund, and also to submit 
their schools to the visitation of officers appointed by the legislature. 
Fourth, Let the schools be of a higher or lower grade, according to 
the extent of the fund, and the additional means applied to the object 
from other sources by the respective societies. In a word, let the State 
ly, ether in whole or part, the requisite money for public education 
and let the different sects, of whatever name, Christians or Jews, Pro- 
testants or Catholics; conduct the-education. 
Now such a plan we think must be attended with various advantages. 
It would he more efficient than any of the present plans of public edu- 
cation. The sects would take better care of their respective schools, 
than the commissioners can be expected to take of the district schools. 
There would be a wholesome rivalry among them, who should have 
the best institutions; and as their share of the fusds would be pro- 
portioned to the number of. their scholars, to increase these would be 
un importaut object. In this manuer religious party spirit would be 
turned to account. Indeed, nothing could be better either for 
Cheated the commonwealth, than that it should expend itself in 
such a wholesome emulation. Let the sects vie with one another in 
the excellence of their schools and the odium theologicum will do more 
for the world than it has ever yet done. 
' Again, In this manner our whole population will be thoroughly edu- 
cated in some religious faith ; » part, indeed, in what we should cou- 
sider a very corrupt faith. But the worst forms of Christianity are bet- 
ter than infidelity. ‘The foundation of good morals at least would be 
laid broad and deep over the land. But as the evangelical protestant 
denominations constitute the majority of our population, the majority 
of the young would-be thoroughly indoctrinated in a pure faith, * * 
In Blackwvod’s Magazine we read: * A peculiar spirit of religion 
and morality pervades the whole system of Prussian education. ‘The 
principal end of every school,” suys the law of 1819, isto train up 
youth in such a manner as to produce in their minds a conviction of 
the relations in ‘which man stands to Gad, and the power and the will 
to regulate his life, according to the spirit and principles of Christiani- 
ty. The schoolmaster must form the children early to piety, and for 
that purpose must endeavour to second and complete the first lessons 
of family instruction, The labours of each day shall therefore begin 
and end by a shart prayer, and pious reflections, which the master 
should endeavoar to treat in such a way, that this moral exercise shall 
never degenerate into a mere matter of habit. The master must also. 
observe, thatthe children attend divine service regularly on Sundays 
and festivals. Songs of religious character shall be intermingled with 
all the solemnities of the schools, And, finally, the epoch of the com- 
munion ought to be, both to pupils and masters, an occasion for draw- 
ing more closely the links which unite them, and opening their hearts 
to the most generous and most exalied sentiments of religion. * * © 
The wise and wmiable Cousin, felt and admired the wisdom of the Prus- 
sian system, and ventured, even at the risk of that ridicule with which 
he seems to have anticipated his observations would be received 
in France, thus warmly to express the feelings with which it had inspi- 
red him, and his anxiety to see a principle of the same kind introduced 
into the system of public education in France. 
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“Is Christianity, or is it not, the réligion of France? Tt must be 
admitted to be-so. 1 ask, then, are we to respect the national religion, 
or to destroy it? If to destroy it, then I grant we could not do better 
than abstain from making it a branch of education in our schools. But 
if our aim be the reverse, we must, teach our children the religion 
which civilized their forefathers, and the liberal spirit of which has pre- 
pared and can alone support our great modern institutions ; we must al- 
low our clergy to superintend religious instruction. 

Religion is in my eyes the best, perhaps the only basis of populag in- 
struction. I know a little of Europe, and have never sdasaediiene 
good popular schools where Christianity was wanting. Elementary 
instruction flourishes in three countries, in Holland, in Scotland, and 
in Germany ; and in these it is profoundly religious. » ‘The little instrue- 
tion which is to be met with in Ltaly is derived’ from the Priests. In 
France, with few exceptions, the best schools for the poor are those of 
the brethren of the Christian doctrine. There are some mento whom 
these things must inecssantly be repeated. Let them enterthe'school 
of the poor, and let them learn what patience and resignation are ne- 
cessary to‘ensble men to persist ir that rude employment. Where 
shall we find better nurses than those poor nuns who cherish poverty 
as eagerly as we love riches? Yes, sir, there are matters in human 
hnman society, which can only be aceomplished by the steady aid of 
virtae, of religion. The more I converse with the directors of the 
Ecoles Normales, and the ministerial counsellors, the more I am con- 
vineed that we must go hand in hand with the clergy, in order to ins 
struct the people, and make religious education a special and distin- 
guished branch of instruction in our primary schools. 

“Tam not ignorant, sir, that those suggestions will sound ill in the 
ears of some, and that in Paris I shall be looked on asjexcessively de- 
vout. Itis from Berlin, however, and not from Rome that I write.— 
He who speaks to you is a philosopher, once looked on with an evil 
eye, and even persecuted, by the priesthood ; but this philosopher has 
a heart superior to the recollections of any injuries offered to himself, 
and he knows human nature and history too well, not to regard religion 
as an indestructible power, and Christianity, wheo rightly inculcated, 
as an essential instrament for civilizing mankind, and a necessary sup- 
port for those on whom society imposes hard and humble duties, un- 
cheered by any hopes of future fortune, or any cousolations of self-love.” 


ON THE UNION OF CHURCHES. 
From the British Critic. “ © 

If it be meant, that there ought to be a dilution, or an omission of 
doctrines, in the vain hope of pleasing opposite parties, or a pretended 
amalgamation of sentiment, while there is a real difference underneath, 
we as entirely dissent.» In the right sense of the term, there is but one 
road to the attainment of Christian union, which is through the at- 
tainment of Christian truth. Error is manifold ; truth onfy 1s one.— 
Truth, therefore, is the only centre and focus of unity. No man, in- 
deed, will venture to assert, in so many words, that Christian union 
is to be purchased, or even sought, by the sacritsce of Christian truth : 
but if there be an unqualified and perpetual recommendation of Chris- 
tian unity, where there is a known variance as to Christian doctrines, 
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we leave the inference to be drawn, with an irresistible cogency, and 
to our utter confusion, either that religious truth is a matter of subordi- 
nate importance, or that there can be equal truth in contradictory 
P jons. We may differ with a conscientious antagonist, not 
merely without.a touch of animosity, but in the genuine spirit of kind- 
ness and mutual esteem ; but what should we think of persons who 
could imply, if they did not assert, that soundness of theology is a con- 
dition most essential to the well-being of man ; and yet that all sorts 
and shades of theological opinion are to be regarded with an equal eye ! 
There is a third line which may be taken, and which we.think ought 
to be taken, nameiy, by steering a clear and decided course between 
extremes, cleaving to the good which is to be found on both sides, and 
repudiating the errors and excesses. But this eclecticism 1s altogether 
separate from the vain attempt of blending and harmonizing elements 
dissimilar and even hostile; and the whole discomfort in which the 
subject is involved, niainly arises from the common and almost uni- 
versal fallacy of confounding together, in theory or in practice, two 
things so totally distinct. We do verily believe that a much greater 
degree of Christian unity, than is now visible, may be attained ; but it 
is to be attained by the calm discussion and explanation of sentiments 
which are in appearance, rather than reality, conflicting. Many diffe- 
rences which look formidable are only verbal. 
ON THE FAMILIAR USE OF SCRIPTURE PHRASES. 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer : 

Yourself and your correspondents have often adverted to the sin and 
evil of a profane, trifling, sarcastic, or facetious use of scriptural expres- 
sions—such, for example, as may be found in Sir Walter Scott’s novels, 
or Lord Brougham’s speeches—but I would remind your readers, that 
even religious persons may be guilty, and perliaps unconsciously, of the 
same offence ; for scriptural expressions often recur to the mind in mere 
secular discourse, upon occasions when they are not meant to be express- 
ly quoted, and to which they were not designed to apply... Thus intro- 
duced, they often add to the beauty, dignity, or pathos of a remark ; 
but if they are wrenched from their context, and employed for the mere 
purposes of embellishment, they are desecrated by the adaptation. A 
writer may sometimes be ina strait, as to whether a scriptural allusion 
in a particular case, is justifiable ; but in all such. instances he had 
better keep in the narrow way, and on the safe side, expunging the 
allusion where he is not sure that it is for the use of edifying. In the 
sentence just written, [ have purposely introduced three scriptural phra- 
ses, as illustrative of my remarks. The first expression “‘in a strait,” is 
so obvious an allusion to the solemn passage of the Holy Writ, to which 
the sentence into which it is foisted has no reference, that its introduc- 
tion there would be painful and irreverent. The third phrase, “the use 
of edifying,” is employed, I think, legitimately ; it strengthens the sen- 
tence by a scriptural quotation, introduced in aptitade to the occasion. 
The middle phrase, * the narrow way,” is doubtful. It might be em- 
ployed seriously, with a view to point out in a striking scripture phrase 
the narrow path of duty, which it.is always easy to miss, and some- 
times difficuit to find ; or it might be used with a sort of levity, as if 
in forgetfniness that we are quoting the words of the Son of God, which 
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we ought not to apply, either playfully with wit, or with the most felic- 
itous rhetorical adaptation, but only with gravity, and for a scriptural 
purpose. Upon the whole, therefore, | should prefer altering the 
phrase, so as toconvey sense without any possible appearance of light- 
ly quoting any portion of the words of eternal life. I would not say 
of the glorious first of August, that it rose upon the captive with healing 
on its wings ; or that in the great measure which then came into ope- 
ration, mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace kissed 
each other; though no words of. my own could be so expressive. I 
would not wish to make a man “an offender for a word,” but I see the 
rule above laid down so often trangressed, even by religious persons, 
that I consider the caution not superfluous. C. 


COMMITTEE MEN. 
° From the Gambier Observer. 

Those who consent that their names go on the committees of our be- 
nevolent societies, without any perception of the responsibility they as- 
sume, or any purpo-e of active exertion, may take a hint from the fol- 
lowing extract: “ A great number of the Donothing family have been 
nominated on committees. They are always respectable, both male 
and female, and therefore very likely to be put on committees, as it is 
frequently in ‘proportion to a man’s noise, or his purse, that he stands 
a chance of being put even on religious committees. . Even when ap- 
pointed on committees, the Donothings take care to maintain their con- 
sistency. Their most common plan to escape duty is to absent them- 
selves; this, however, is vulgar. If they can obtain any honourable sin- 
ecure post that will keep them above drudgery, well; if not, they know 
another trick, which is simply to watch their opportunity, when any 
piece of hard work is to be done, and move that Mr. Such-a-one, and 
Mr. Such-another—one an honest hard-working fellow, the other, per- 
haps, a vain, shallow fellow, shall be appointed to execute it. All the 
Douothings, of which there is a goodly number in almost every com- 
mittee, catch the proposal in an instant ; every one is glad that the bur- 
den has not fallen on his shoulder ; the motion is put and passed nem. 
con.; and thus old Greybeard Donothing, and all the younger branches, 
preserve their honour and their name untarnished.” 


ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH. 
From Dr. Milligan’s description of South-Carolina, written in 1763. 

St. Michael’s Church is built of brick ; it is not yet quite fin- 
ished. It consists of a body of a-regular shape, and a lofty 
and well proportioned steeple, formed of a tower and spire ; the 
tower is square from the ground, and this form rises to a considerable 
height ; the principal decoration of the lower part is a handsome por- 
tico, with doric columns, supportimg a large angular pediment, with a 
modillion cornice ; over this rises two square rustic courses; in the 
lower one are small round windows on the North and South ; in the 
other small square ones on the East and West; from this the steeple 
rises octangalar, having windows on each face, with Ionic pilasters be- 
tween each, whose cornice supports a balustrade ; the next course is 
likewise octogonal, has sashed windows and festoons alternaiely on 
each face, with pilasters and a cornice, upon which rises a circular 
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range of Corinthian pillars, with a balustrade connecting them ; from 
whence is a beautiful and extensive prospect over the town and harbor, 
along the Coast, and into the sea as far as the eye can carry ove ; this 
charming prospect is frequently heightened by the appearance of ships 
at a distance sailing towards the port. The body. of the steeple is car- 
ried up octangular withio the pillars, on whose intablature the spire 
rises, and is terminated by a gilt globe, from which rises a vane, in the 
form of a dragon. This steeple is one hundred and ninety-two feet in 
height, and is very useful to the smpping, who see it long before they 
mike any other part of the land ; which eminently distinguishes this 
place from the rest of the Coast, where there is a sameness very dange- 
rous to Mariners. The Church is eighty feet in length, without inclu- 
ding the tower and retired place for the altar, and fifty-eight feet wide. 


ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
From Dr. Milligan’s description of South-Carolina, writtén in 1763. 

A gentleman very conversant in such matters, says this description is 
remarkably accurate : 

“St. Philip’s Church is one of the handsomest buildings in America. 
It is of brick plaistered, and well enlightened on the inside ; the roof is 
arched, except over the galleries ; two rows of Tuscan pillars support 
the galleries, and arch that extend over the bo:!ly of the Church ; the 
pillars are ornamented on the inside with fluted Corinthian pilasters, 
whose capitals are as high as the. cherubims over the centre of each 
arch, supporting their proper cornice. The west end of the Church is 
adorued with four Tuscan columns, supporting a double pediment, 
which has an agreeuble effect ; the two side doors, which enter into 
the belfry are ornamented with round columns of the same order,* which 
support angular pediments that project a considerable way, aud give 
the Church some re~emblance of a cross. _ Pilasters of the same order 
with the columns are continued round the body of the Church; over the 
double pediment is a gallery with banisters ; from this the steeple rises 
octagonal, with windows on each face of the second course, ornament- 
ed with lonic pilasters, whose intablature supports a balustrade ; from 
this the tower still rises octagonal, with sashed windows on every other 
fuce, till it is terminated by a dome, upoh which stands a lanthorn for 
the beils, aud from which rises a vane in the form of a cock. 


SELF EXAMINATION FOR THE RICH 


While you have been eager to render your residence completely 
commodious, perhaps showy and magnificent, have you coldly surveyed 
the houses of God in your land, perhaps the very house of God in which 
you present yourselves before him, mouldering in dilapidation, or 
squaled through penurious neglect t—Gisburne. 


* It has been said the ‘““Tuscan” is no “order,” or, in other words, this Church was 
not built on architectural principles, but according to the arbitrary taste of the builder 
or projector. But this must be a mistake, for says Webster, ‘‘ In Architecture there 
are five kinds or orders of columns, the Tuscan, rude, simple and massy, the length 
of which is fouiteea semi-diametere or modules, and the diminution at the top from 
ene sixth to one eighth of the inferior diameter,”.ec. &c.— Editor, 
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ON THE DUTIES OF. SERVANTS. ; 

Dr. Hammond, than whoni a more judicious and thoroughly-well 
informed commentator could not be, named, throws great light 
on the text 1 Tim. vi. 2. “The Gnostichs, (heretics of the 
first century) taught liberty and manumission of servants by their mas- 
ters, being Ubristians, and so fellow brethren ; to which argument, ta- 
ken from one title of Christians, (viz. brethren) the Apostle answers* 
and makes retortion by mentioning those other titles of Christians also, 
which may very well be reconcileable with subjection, ds faithful, which 
is an epithet that belongs ordinarily to servants, noting fidelity, which 
is the special thing required in them. And so, also, “beloved” will be, 
which, as it is the title of Chriatiarts every where in the New ‘Testa- 
ment, so "tis also of servants, too, in that they assist their masters in 
doing good, which is but the werk. of one beloved to another.” This 
Gnostic error caused “Ignatius’ admonition in his epistle to Polycarp, 
that the man or maid servants should wot be puffed ap, but to the glory 
of God, let them serve the more, that is, become the better servants 
for being Christians. Let them not desire or pretend to any common 
liberty upon the score of being Christians. ~* Partakers of- the bi tiefit’ 
is to be understood in an active sense, as if thesé masters and servants 
were partakers not ia receiving the benefit, but in doing the benefit, that 
is, the Christian servants partake with or belp their Christian masters in 
doing gaod—they bear mutually the burden; and mutually diseliarge the 
benevolent offices of the Christian profession, just as the wife is said to 
be the man’s helper, or partaker in fulfilling their mutual duties.” 

SEASONABLE HINTS. 
From the Chtirchman. 

The piety of the present age tends to exhaustion, and the danger is 
that in his ardour for the conversion of the world, the Christian may 
forget the conversion of himse'f. The active labours which are now 
regarded as the evidences and the test of @hristian character, tend not 
to feed our piety but-to exhaust it. The energies of the pulpit and 
press are unitedly pat forth to draw us out from retirement, and 
ug us into the field of action. The excitement of societies, the fre- 
quency of speeches and addresses, and the daily conflict of prevailin 

opinions, spread around us the allurements of religious dissipation, al 
create, it may be feared, a commensurate dierelish for the exerci 
private devotion. Extremes are sare to meet, and it is far from i 
sible that there may be Christians of the nineteenth century, who 
_appropriate to themselvesthe character which the heathen philosopher 
applied to the worldlings of his own times-—beings who are much 
_ abroad and seldom at home. . ° It. is thus that in private 
experience we often find, that any one principle of the Gospel detached 
from others, and pushed to an extreme is destructive of the whole. ‘The 
claims of retirement unduly pressed, lead to an indelent and anti-social 
asceticism, and those of agtive duty may in same way withdraw us 
from communion with God. * yA, ay to devote ourselves to 
the active labors of the Christian life to the comperutixp neglect of 
prayer, meditation and study, is most-daring impiety. —_ 
GO8. MESS.— VOL. XIf. 24 
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Poetry. 


POETRY. 


YOR THE GOSPKL MESSENGER. 
The Conflagration, 15th of February, 1835. 
Isaiah, ixiv 11. 


“Our holy and beautifal house where our fathers praised thee is burned up with 


fire, and all our pleasant things are laid waste.” 


—— Hark! ‘tis the midnight bell- that sounds, 
And hurrying crowds press on, to succour 
Or to gaze. Some with a hope to save, while 
Some. in awe-struck sorrow, stand bereft of 
Energy, and lost im grief; the raging 
Element hastens to do its savage work. 
From roof to kind’ling roof the flame arate 
On—and busy hands now strive to check its 
Mad and desolating course. While numbers 
Throng the sick’ning scene, behold, one feeble 
Spark unnoticed on the wind’s unseen wing 
Ascends, and finds its way to one high aud 
Holy eminence. Awhile ifs subtle 
Light (as if ashamed of showing to the world 
Its unhallowed purpose,) lies concealed. 
But hark! whence comes this cry of anguish? 
Whence those sounds of horror?’ Why gaze the throng 
In stupid listlessness below, inactive aud 
Alarmed? The Sanctuary burns ! 
The flickering blaze now spreads—now bursts beyond 
Control—enwreathed in one wide sheet of flame, 
Vet still erect amidst destruction’s work, 
The spire rises to yonder star-crown’d sky, 
Pointing the way to heaven, and to'God! 
The ancient structure, as jf reluctant. 
To depart and break one link of the long chain 
Of cherished recollectious which bouud the past to 
Present years, within the mem’ry of those 
Who lov’d her shrine, slowly consumes. 
Portion after portion totters, and falls and 
Crumbles—leaving the sad, the bewildered 
Maltitude in sorrow and in awe. 
Those hallow'd walls, those:solemn aisles, 
Those high majestic arehes rich with 
Their memorials of by-gone days That 
Altar sacred to every mind, where oft 
The broken hearted penitent had knelt 
To eat the bread of life, and drink salvation’s 
€up. Those walls whieh stood the shock of 
‘Time. and the unceasing flow of a centa:y’s 
Restless tide. ‘The pride—the ornament— 
The objects of a people’s love are now no more— 
And blacken’d ruins mark the spot where 
Once the voice of prayer and preise 
Ascended to the sky. 
Almighty God! Thy ways are just, 
And wise, and good—and we dexerve thy wrath! 
Bat scarce can bleeding hearts with calmness 
Bow to this thy punishment. The Church 
So long beloved—so long beheld with rev’rence 
And with pride! Her loss ’tis hard to bear). 
Yet plainly written upon our souls is this 
All-satisfying truth. it is thy work! 
Kt is thy will! Thus ev'ry murmuring thought 
Ts still’d, and every heart must bow submissive! 














1835.] 


- Poetrg. 


One relic only, yet out-lives the shock, 
And o’er the desolating scene, tho’ flames 
Are thick are thick aronnd—tho’ pillars shake and drop, 
Tho’ marble tablets fall, Grief stands erect 
Unshaken from her post, and mourning o’er 
Vestructions work, still weeps in monumental 
Woe—and yet to guatd the consecrated spot, 
With wings out-stretch’d, (fit emblems of God’s 
Perpetual preseuce and pretection, amidst dark 
Scenes of sorrow and despair,) two angels hover o'er 
The tottering arch, to mark the temple where 
The Godhead loved tu dwell!’ And these 
Are all. Ashes and dust alone remain within 
Tae holy place, to tell of what had been. 
And can it be, we ne’er again shail listen 
‘To that Sabbath bell, which we have learn’d to love 
From infant years? ' Nor join the pious throng 
Who pressed within those courts tv worship and 
Adore? Shall we no more assist to swell the 
Anthem to his praise, who reigns on high ? 
Aad shall no voice e’er again within those walls 
Their faithfal warnings sound? Nore’er prociaim 
To old and — godly and profane, such 
Truths as show way to life eternal? Shall we 
No longer bear of death—ot judgment—of Heaven's 
Extatic bliss—nor of that and dismal | 
Land, where hope expires aad joy is never known? 
Shall white-robed priests no more within the 
Holy altar kneel, nor stand to read Jehovah's 
Highcommand? No morealas! From that 
Lov’d spot, volumes of smoke arise. Not like the 
Incense pure, which hearts devout once offered there 
Bat biack and suffocating! Ask me if all is gone? 
Come gaze upon the mournfal wreck 
Of grandeur and of beaaty—ite silent aisles— e 
Its prostrate colamas—its crack’d and mouldering =~ 
Arches—these, these, than words more eloguent, 
Our loss deciare! In memory now 
Must dwell the high and holy pleasures 
Of the past! They live no more! What was, 
Has gone with the long years before the 
Flood, to be concealed from view, till 
Life is o’er, and mortals stand unveil’d, 
Befure the Eternal’s seat of judgment, there to 
See in burning light displayed the record of 
The blest days ——— within t e walls 
Of this, God’s earthly sanctuary—of how 
Abused, or how improved, of warnings 
Felt, or waruings scorned! 
In wrath my God! thou hast despoiled us of 
Gur Sabbath home. Ln mercy heal our grief-struck 
Hearts! Oh! build us up again! 
Restore our Zion! And let thine out-spread 
Arms surround our seattered flock, and 
In thy goodness save us, and defend. 
Farewell, Farewell! Majestic pile! 
Soon en shall “— p to mark the spot 
Where train of worshippers crowded along 
T» kneel vith thy courts. Farewell blest altar ! 
No form again shall bend to taste from thence 
Thy cov'nant cup of love. Farewell sweet 
Sabbath peal ! 


+ eg a fal band shall 2) ‘ 
ine su ns, haste to uties, p 
Nor others listen for thy later omy i 2 


Share the privilege ef prayer and praise! yy 
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The bell is hashed—the fane is gone— 

The aisles are silent--and thy children 
Wander in exile from thy shelteriug arms! 
Thy will be done Omnipotent ! 

Come Holy Spirit! . ‘ 
Come and bear my soul above these frail 
And perishable things, to yon right temple 
Where Jehovah reigns. Borne thither upon 
Celestial pinione, let me find a refuge 
Sure from ev’ry care. There let me worship 
Where no change can come, no ruin spread 
Its desolation round. No angel of 
Destruction, find an entrance to sweep 
Away my joy. Cuancestos. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Pinckney Lectures.—The second of these semi-annual lectures was 
delivered on the day appointed by the testator (viz. “the Wednesday 
after the second Tuesday in May”) in St. Philip’s ‘temporary Church,’ 
by the Rev, Mr. Folker, Minister of St. Stephen’s Chapel. 





- 

Missionary Lecture.—The sixteenth was delivered at St. Stephen's 
Chapel on the 14thof Miiy, being postponed from the 1st ‘Thursday in the 
month, which is the appointed time, and the amount collected was $17. 

~ 

St. Philip's Church.—Extract of a letter: “I have received the 
circular froin the “building committee.” To say that I heartily sym- 
pathize with the afflicted congregation, and wish all speedy success to 
the objet they repre is a meagre expression of my feelings. But I 
fear the substantiab+ympathy, that of dollars and cents, cannot be ex- 
tracted from I shall, however, make the trial, Has the con- 
gregaiion taken apy new order as to the site of the building? Do the 
auti-pillar votes control the orthedox pillar men? In other words, is 
St. Philip’s w be re-built or not? If 1 had a voice in the question, I 
should vote for the integrity of the original plan—the re-anmation of 
the corpse--the Phenix from its ashese—St. Philip’s, the whole St. 
Philip-, and nothing but St. Philips! Is this saying enough?” 

The t mporary Church was opened for religious services on the third 
Sunday after*Easter. (May 10) less than six weeks having been spent 
in putting it up. A more unclouded sky, a bnghter sunshine, and a 
more balmy air never were. The Church was well filled, though not 
crowded ; the text of the Sermon was 1 Saml. 7c. 12v. ; the subject 
was « review of late occurrences, ealling for gratitude to God, a sense 
of dependence on him, and zeal in reference to the re-building of the 
permanent Church. The thirty-fifth hymn and the good old hundred 
seemed as if they had been written for the oceasion. The “ forin of 
Consecration” was deemed inappropriate in the case of a temporary 
place of worship, but suitable collects were reud before and after the 
Sermon. 

Two views of the Church facing the Sou ve been taken by Mr. 


John Hall, a r, James Gray, of this city. is understood, should 

sufficient et t he given, that a lithograph of the former and 

gp copper-plase of will be speedily executed. May we not be 
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yermitted to express a wish, that a priut might also be made of Mr. 
Vhite’s admirable picture. ‘The three pictures would be an appropriate 
ornameut for the parlour, or the study, or the public library. 


General Theological Seminary.—Extract of a letter —*The Trustees 
of the Seminary haveagreed to go on with the new building,ow the ground 
that it would not inerease our annual deficit more than four or five hun- 
dred dollars. ‘The expense we are now at in boarding students out of 
the Seminary being very heavy. I rejoice to inform you that Mrs, Pen- 


dieton has bequeathed last week to the Seminary 84.000. Three thou- . 


saud to the general fund, and one thousand to the library.” 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Fpis- 
copal Church.—The Record for May informs us from the St. Augus- 
tine Missionary: “In Charleston, with the sanction of the aiuniable and 
exéellent Bishop, and by the kind aid of several influential lay friends, 
the liberal sum of about $400 was collected.” From the Missionaries 
in ce, * There has recently been printed the Greco ‘Turkish Bi- 
ble.” I have a package of one hundred of the translation of Horne 
on the Inspiration of the Scriptures, ready to send to brother Jetter at 
Smyrna, who wishes to introduce it immediately into his schools, 
Our little Church continues to flourish, On Sunday last there were 31 
present. Our school house is filled with near 500 children daily, and 
our private dwelling is the residence of 12 Greek girls, whom we are 
bringing up in the nurture of the Lord.” 

The Rev. F. R. Hanson, of Maryland, was appointed on the 23d 
Mirch Missionary to China, bat more than treble the-@mount coutrib- 
uted to this mission is absolutely necessary to com it. The last 
monthly income of the Society is reported to be $1,691, of which 264 
frovn this diocese. 

Since the publication of the * Record.” large coutributions have been 
made to the Chinese mission, and the missionaries were to sail in June, 
- 

Ohio,—Kenyon Institution is in successful operation. Seven pro-~ 
fessors (including the president) 8 instructors and 142 students divided 
among the Theological Seminary, the College, and, the preparatory 
schools, Expenses in the Seminary $50,College $80,and Schvol $100, 


exclusive of clothing. 


Illinois.—The primary Convention for organizing a Diocese, &c. 
was held on the 9th March ; present 3 clergymen and 6 of the laity ; 
two clergymen of the State were absent. It was resolved unanimously, 
“That this Convention do hereby appoint the Right Rev. Philander 
Chase, D. D., a Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U. 
States of America, to the Episcopate of Illinois; and that he be, and 
hereby is invited to reinove into this Diocese, And to assume Episcopal 
jurisdiction in the same.” From the reports of the clergy we extract : 
Trinity Church—“T here are several other important places in the south- 
ern and western parts of this State, where Episcopal clergymen are now 
earnestly called for, and where they would meet with mu¢hencourage- 
ment. The call for helpis frequent and loud, ot afford it. 
IT can neither go myself in numerous cases, 00 those who wil! 
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go. The question often comes home with deep and solemn emphasis 
to my heart, Where are the men te search out and gather together the 
scattered and often desponding members of our communion ; to plant 
churches ; and to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to the mil- 
lions that will soon be congregated here? Whom shall we send, and 
who will go for ust” St, Jude’s Church—* Wivat @ vast field of min- 
isterial labor and usefulness is presented here, in the central part of Il- 
linois, comprising eight or ten thousand square miles, and occupied by 
but one Episcopal clergyman! The tide of emigration flowing hither 
* is immense. Settlements are rapidly forming, and towns rising up, 
many of which are entirely destitute of any regular ministrations of the 
pel. The people are exposed to continual danger from the great 
prevalence of false doctrine, heresy, and a heartless, withering infideli- 
ty, which are daily presented before them, in almost every imaginable 
guise. Were the effort bnt seasonably made, the Episcopal Chugeh, 
with her pure and life-giving principles, might be planted in many 
places. as a refuge from spiritual danger, and a bulwark against de- 
structive errors. A number of faithful and zealous sons of the Ci@irch 
might here find, as evangelists, aun ample sphere for their self-denying 
and unwearied labors.” Christ Church—* On the first Sunday in 
March, I preached and administered the sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per to eighty-six German emigrants. I cannot refrain from expressing 
the delight with which I met these excellent people, who have left their 
father-land, their homes and their altars, and who now, for the first 
time in this distant Western world, united in receiving the elements 
which represent the body and blood of their crucified Saviour, who, 
alone, amid all the changes they have witnessed, remains the same, 
yesterday, to-day, and forever. ‘The old man of more than threescore, 
who had walked ten miles, and braved the inclemency of the season, 
that he might come up with his daughter to the temple of God, and the 
youth of fifteen, side by side, received the sacred emblems. Their 
voices united in native hymns and native melody; the tears coursed down 
the cheeks of ‘the aved and the young, of the father and the matron, 
as they remembered their own dear Churches in their beloved country ; 
and as the Lutheran, the Reformed, and the Roman Catholic German 
united in receiving the bread and wine from the hands of an Episcopal 
minister, I could not butbe reminded of the day of promise, when “there 
shall be one fold and one Shepherd.”’’ 


Religious Instruction in Schools—The Rev. Mr. Gallaudet, in a late 
speech at St. Louis, remarked, that in all his long experience in the 
instruction of the deaf and dumb, he had uniformly found their govern- 
ment easy by means of religious motives. These were effectual to re- 
strain them above all other hieans. In this connexion the inquiry was 
made, whether it did not deserve the serious consideration of our citizens 
and legislators, in providing a system of instruction for the rising gen- 
eration—if provision for religious instruction, in its simplest elements 
carefully abstaining from all denominational peculiarities, did not de- 
serve a place. Reference was made to an experiment recently had in 
Prussia. In one portion of that kingdom, now the best educated in the 
world, religion was:kept out of the schools, and it was soon found, that 
as knowledge increased crime increased. In another quarter of the 
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kingdom religious and intellectual instruction were combined in.the 
sehools, and here it was soon seen that as knowledge increased, crime 
decreased, This highly important fact was stated on the authority of 
Dr. Julws, Agent of the Prussian government, now in this country for 
the Sipe inntatiog our schools, &c. 


¢ Lord’s Day.—So far did the desecration of the Sabbath pro- 

ceed, (says the London Record) with the liberal Cabinet, that on one 
occasion for thirteen Sabbaths in succession, with one exception, did 
they set before this professedly Christian people, the awful example of 
pouring contempt on the Sabbath of the Lord, by transacting on that 
holy day the secular business of the empire, Since the accession of 
the present Ministry to office, though they have been placed in circum- 
stances of nearly unexampled difficulty, when, if ever. working on the 
Sabbath might have been held excusable by the latitudinarian, they 
have not once given offence to God or man in this important matier. 

Tents for Public Worshipg@—One is constructing for Rev Mr. Fin- 
ney*in Ohio, and another is purposed in Ilinois. to cost $400. This 
is better than to hold the meeting in the open air. At camp-meetings, 
of late, the worship has been held under large sheds, in preference to 
trees as formerly. This advancement to civilization will end, as in 
foriner times and countries, in the erection of durable and commo- 
dioux Churches. Solomon has well said, “there is nothing new under 
the sun.” 

Extempore Prayer.— Said a theological student after a prayer 
meeting, and in reference to one whose creed or conduct he disliked, 
“ Did’nt I give it to him in my prayer?” 


The Liturgy.—In it foul insinuation and detestable slander cannot 
find a lurking place—it is impartial, never praising, never censuring, 
but always strietly devotional. 

~—II 
OBITUARY. 

Diep, in Christ Church Parish, on the 29th of April, Mr. Ricmarp A. ALuEs, 2 
respectable planter; aged 49 years, and months. His sickness continued three 
weeks; during which time, he suffered the most severe and excruciating pains; 
but he bore them with patience and Christian fortitude; and we trust hissoul uow 
rests in Abraham’s bosom. He has left a wigow to bemoan his loss.— Communicated. 

Diep at Guildford, Chenango County,on the 10th April, 1635, the Rev. Solomon 
Blakeslee, in the 78d year of his age. 


4 — 
Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in So. Ca. 


reports the following donations to the Library : 

the Rev. Raymonil A. Henderson, of New-Orleans.—Choix de Canti 
tirés dap Meilleurs Receuiles; Avec la Musique a la fin; e l’usage du culte public et 
des ious Ubrétiennes. 

From the Rev. Dr. Gadsden.—A Sermon on Tem ce, by the Right Rev. 
William, Meade, D. D. Assistant Bishop of Virginia. Preached before the Conven- 
tion m nton, May, 1834, and published by request of the same. 

From the Rév. Milward Pogson.—An bistorical account of the Incorporated 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Farts. By David Humphries. 
D. D. Secretary to the Honeurable Seciety. London 1730. 
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Sermons on various subjects. By William Sellon, London, 1792. P: 

The religious world displayed; or a view of the fear grand systems of Religion, 
existing 

. Robert 


nage 


Judaism, Paganism, Christianity, a:¢d Mohammedism: and of 
Denominations, Sects, and Parties, in the Christian world. By be! 


Adam, B. A. 3 vols. Phil. 1819. ¥ 

The Life of Wesley; und the rise and progress of Methodisiay 
Southey, Esq. 2 vols. New York, 1¢20. eae. 

Theology, Explained and Defended, ina seriesof Sermons: By T hy D 
8S T.D. L. L. D. Late President of Yule Coliege. With a memoir 
the Author. 5 vols. Middletown, Conn. 1818. : 

Discourses on several important subjects of Christianity: in most of which the 
form of an Oration is attempted. by a concealmeut of the method. By the Rev. 
Daniel Turner, A. M. Woolwich, Kent. London, 17~5. 

An apology for the true Christian divinity, as the same is held forth. and preached 
by the people called in scorn, Qaakers. By Robert Barclay. Lond. 1786. 

Sermons sur divers textes de L’ecritare sainte, par Pierre Da Bose. ‘Tom. 2. Rot- 
terdam. 1692. 

A discourse concerning the being and attributes of God, the obligations of uatu- 
ral religion, and tle truth and certainty of the Christian Revelation. By Saumel 
Clarke, D. D. late Rector of St. James’, Westminster. London, 1732. 

Sixteen Sermons formerly printed. and now collected into one volume. By Ben- 
jamin, Lord a of Winchester. London, 13p4. ' 

The Charges of Jean Baptiste Massillon, Bishop of Clermont addressed to, bis 
clergy. New-York, i206. 

. Lectures on the art of Reading: in two parts; containing Part 1. The art of read- 
ing oy Purt 2. The art of reading verse. By ‘Thomas Sheridan, A.M. Lon- 
on 17387. , 

A view of the principal Deistical writers that have appeared in England in 4he 
last and present ceatury By Jolin Leland, D. LD. 2 vols. London, 1755. 

A Commoen-Place Book to the Holy Bible: or the Scriptures sutliciency practical- 
1 a - By William Dodd, LL. D. Chaplein in ordinary to his Majesty. 

ndoun, 1766. uae 


yt 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. ; 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia.—On Tuesday, the 
28th April, 1835, in Trinity Church, Portsmouth, Mr. Cameron McKea, and on 
Thursday, April 30, in Chnst Church, Smithfield. Isle of Wight, Mr. Harvey 
Stanley, were admitted into the Hoty Order of Deacons. Both these candidates 
belonged to Norih:Carolina, and were ordained at the request of the absent Bishop 
of that diocese. Andon Monday May 4, 1835, the Rev. C. W. Andrews, Deéacun, 
was admitted by the same Prelate, into the Holy Order of Priests. . 

By the Right Rev. Dr. H U. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Penn- 
Fay —On Monday, April 27, 1835. in St. Andrew’s Church, Wilnungton, Del. 
the Rev. William C. Russell, Dencon, waa admitted into the Holy Order ut Priests. 
Bishop Onderdonk, acting under the provision of Canon VII of the General Con- 
vention. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, wr tow Diocese of New-York=On 
Wednesday, April 29, 1 in >t. John’s Church, Huntington, Suffolk County. the 
Rev. Isaac Sherwood, Deacon. was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

Sunday May 3, 1835, in Christ Church, the Rev. Henry Lockwood, ‘De 
admitied intothe Holy Order of Priests. And May &, in St. James’ ¢ 
Rev. Alexander Frazer, Deacon, was admitted into the Holy Order of 


7. Whitsunday. 

8. Monday in Whsitun-Week. 

9. —— in Whitsun- Week.—Anniver- 
sary of the P. ¢.. Sunday schools, at 
St. Paals, Radcliffboro’, 

10. Ember Day. 

11. St. Barnabas. 





